Apple Data Detectors User's Manual

Apple Data Detectors is a new technology that enables your computer to
recognize and then act on certain types of informatiodata,in your

documents. For example, if you have a word processing document that
contains several e-mail addresses, Apple Data Detectors can quickly scan the
document, identify all the addresses, and then open a new e-mail message
addressed to the one you select. Or, lets say that someone sends you a World
Wide Web address in an e-mail message. You can use Apple Data Detectors to
find the address within the message, then open the Web page in your favorite
Web browser program.

Apple Data Detectors can recognize several different types of data, and soon
software developers will extend the capabilities of Apple Data Detectors even
further. This version of Apple Data Detectors can identify data thats in the
form of Internet addresses, which includes the following:

= e-mail addresses

= Web sites

= Newsgroup names

= filenames on FTP (file transfer protocol) sites
= names of remote computers


Instructions

To continue reading, use scrollbar on the right. To go to a new section, click its title on the left.


For each type of information that Apple Data Detectors identifies, you can
select an action to perform with it. The actions available in this version of
Apple Data Detectors include

addressing a new e-mail message to the selected address

opening a Web browser program and connecting to the selected Web site
bookmarking the selected Web site in a Web browser program

saving a Web document as a file on your hard disk

downloading the selected file from an FTP site

connecting to the selected remote computer

opening a newsgroup with your news reader program

You can customize Apple Data Detectors by selecting which actions appear
for each type of recognized data. You can also turn off actions that require
programs you dont use. See “Configuring Apple Data Detectors” later in this
manual for more information.

What's in this manual

Read this manual for information about these topics:

system requirements

installing the software

getting started with Apple Data Detectors
using Apple Data Detectors

configuring Apple Data Detectors
customizing detectors

troubleshooting

System requirements

To use Apple Data Detectors, you must have the following:
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a computer with @PswerP processor
Mac OS 7.6 or later



Installing Apple Data Detectors

To install Apple Data Detetors follow these steps:

1  Double-click the Installer icon.

In=taller

2  Read the information that appears, then click Continue.

3 Inthe window that appears, read the software license agreement. If you agree to the

terms, click Agree. Otherwise, click Cancel.

If you dick Cancd, you worit be able o install he ftware

4 Inthe dialog box that appears, click OK.

The dialog bo tdls you that Apple Data Detetors s going to install ations
that requre the wse d a variety d apgdicaton prograns If you dort use a
program you @n tum dof the adions hat reqire it using the Apple Data
Detedors ®@ntrol panel. See “Gonfiguring Apple Data Detetors' in this

manual for instuctions

5 Inthe installation dialog box, click Install.
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6  When the installation is complete, click Restart.
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Getting started with Apple Data Detectors

Apple Data Detectors

Apple Data Detetors works with any Mac G5 program n which you @n
sded, or highlight, text. Apple Data Detetors quckly sans he séected text
for informaion in spedfic formats It uses detectors that are posgrammned b
reagnize sgdfic types d informaion. For examge, this verson d Apple
Data Detetors indudes seeral detetors hat @n remgnize htemet
addreses and uniform resource locators (URLS).

Once a detdor ha identfied a pece d informaion it reognizes, Apple
Data Detetors create a nenu d actions for you © choose fom. Actions are
things you @n do wih the deteted informaion, sich as sendig it to another
program or sving it for later se The adions hat are wailade degend on he
type d informaion deteted.

This talle suammarize the adions sipdied with this verson d Apple Data
Detedcors:

Type of data Example Actions

e-mail address moof@apple.com send e-mail to address

Web address http://www.apple.com/file.ntml  view Web site, bookmark the site,
or save as document

newsgroup comp.sys.mac read newsgroup

file on an FTP site ftp://apple.com/file.sit download the file

host address research.apple.com connect to the remote computer

Use he Apple Data Detetors ontrol panel to lean more about \mat he
adions and detetors do See “CGonfiguring Apple Data Detetors' later n this
manual for more informaion.



Using Apple Data Detectors

To use Apple Data Detetors follow these steps:
Select some text in any application that allows you to highlight text.

Make sure he séected text contans at leat ore type d data hat Apple Data
Detedors reognizes. (In this exkamge, the séected tet contains ore
compete Intemet addres)

|§D§ Note Pad =—F-o9

For additional information, see R‘
Apple's Web site at www.apple.com.

B

Hold down the Control key, then press and hold down the mouse button.

A “contextual menud appears It lists all he reognized datadund n the
sdection.
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For additional information, see =]
Apple's Web site at www.apple.co

Help

www.apple.com p

Tip: If the mntextual menu B emptythe text you séected dd not ©ntain
any remgnizabe data.

After he ontextual menu apears you @n rdease he ontrol key. Be sure
keep héding dovn the nouse butdbn or he menu will disappear

Apple Data Detectors
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3 Choose a recognized data item from the contextual menu, then choose an action from
the submenu that appears.

SO=——— Note Pad ———15
For additional information, see ﬁ

apple’'s Web site at www.apple.c

www.apple.com p

Connect with Cyberdog
Connect with NCSA Telnet
liew in America Online
Uiew in Cyberdoqg

View in Internet Explorer
Uiew in Netscape Mavigator

4 If asked, locate the application associated with the action you selected.

The first ime you perform every adion, you mg need b locate he
apdication piogram he adion requres. In this xamge, you are &ed b
locate he Microsoft Intemet Explorer 3 program Use he dialog box to
locate he piogram on pur g/stem then dick Open
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]
& Inlermel Epplorer 5

Where is |sbersel Enplorer 5.07

You must hae the requsted pogram nstalled n order b use he adion. If
you are &ed for a sgdfic verson d a program just séec the verson you
have In most @ses, the adion will sill work.

After you locate he piogram and dick Open, te adion tales dace
aubmatcally.
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Apple Data Detectors and large selections

When you séed a large anount d text, it takes nore ime for Apple Data
Detecors 0 remgnize all he datam the sdedtion. If it takes longer than half
a seond b analyze he whde sdection, he ontextual menu will list ony the
data bund o far, along with a @mmand alled “More Chaces”
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Select one action.

If you dort see lhe data pu want in the menu, Yu @n use he More Chices
command D find it. Do the following:

s Choose More Choes from the mntextual menu
Apple Data Detetors mmpetes the analysis d the séected text. A dialog

bax appears Isting all the deteted datam the sdéected text, and te adions
you @n appy to eat item d data.
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To appy an adion, follow these steps:

In the list of detected items, locate one item that you want to use.

Click the triangle next to the item.

Actions aailade for the item appar wen you dick the triangle.
Select one of the actions listed for the item.

Click OK.

The séected ation tales dace imnediatdy.



Configuring Appl

e Data Detectors

You @n cntrol what kinds ¢ data Aople Data Detetors boks for in your
document and te type d adions hat are @ailabde to appy to the deteted
data. lBr exampe, you @n tum df the detetion d e-mail addreses, or you
can tum df the adions hat reqire the wse ¢ a spedfic program

To configure detetors and adions use he Apple Data Detetors control
panel. The control pand lists he @tegories d informaion that Apple Data
Detedors boks for, the detetors hat reognize he format d data n eat
category, and the adions yu @n appy to eah remgnized item

To open he Apple Data Detetors mntrol panel, choose ©ntrol Panels from
the Apple (&) menu, hen doose Aple Data Detetors fom the sibmenu
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Learning about detectors, actions, and categories

To leam more about edtd the itens in the ontrol panel, sded an item
then readlte Item hformaion bax. For exkamge, if you dick an adion, he
informaion b tdls you what he adion dces and any apgication piograns
it requres (You mght hae b use he arows o scoll through the tect in
order b read all he informaion,)

Enabling or disabling detectors

You @n limit what types d data are detéed ty turning individual detetors
on or df. For ekamge, if you dort read mwsgroups you @n tum of the
newsgroup detetor.

s To tum a detewr of, dick its chedkbox to renove the X

Note: To tum df all the detetors and adions wihin a ategory (such &
e-mail) dick to renove the X from the chedkbax next to the ategory.

Enabling or disabling actions

You @n limit the adions Isted n the Apple Data Detetors ontextual menu
For examge, if you dort use G/berdog to send e-majlyou @an tum df the
Cyberdog adion for e-mail addrsses.

s 0 tum an adion df, dick its chedkbox to renove the X

Installing new detectors and actions

If you obtan additonal detetors or ations you install hem wsing the Apple
Data Detetors ontrol panel.

To install detetors or ations follow these steps:

Choose Control Panels from the Apple (&) menu, then choose Apple Data Detectors
from the submenu.

Open the File menu and choose Install.
In the dialog box that appears, locate the new detectors or actions.

Click OK.



5  Wait a moment while the new detectors and actions are added.

The stats message in the control panel tells you what Apple Data Detetors
is dang. When te itens hae been addedhe stats message indicates that
Apple Data Detetors s reag for use

Removing detectors and actions

If you are cetain that youll never use a deteor or adion, you @n renove it
from the Apple Data Detetors @ntrol panel.

1  Click once to select the action or detector you want to remove.
2 Open the File menu and choose Remove.

The séected item § immediatdy and permanenty ddeted.

Tip: Instead bremoving adions or deteors you @n disabe those pu
arert curenty using. This way you worit permanenty ddete ®mething you
may later vant to use

Customizing detectors

Some detetors @n be nodified b improve their remgnition d data. for
examge, you an modify the domans hat he World Wide Wb addres
detedor can identfy.

To modify a cistomizalde detetor, follow these steps:

1 Choose Control Panels from the Apple (&) menu, then choose Apple Data Detectors
from the submenu.

2  Choose Show Customizable Detectors from the File menu.

Close W
Install...
Remove
Show Customizable Detectors...

Apple Data Detectors * 11
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Edit custom data.

The Cwstomizale Detetors dalog box appears
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Choose a detector.

Open the Detector pop-up menu and choose the detector you want to customize.

Tip: This verson d Apple Data Detetors ha wo detetors you @n
customize If you hae additonal cistomizale detetors installed, ach &
those fom a hird paty, more doices my be availalde.

To delete a domain suffix or newsgroup prefix, select it in the list, then press the Delete
key. To add a domain suffix or newsgroup prefix, type it in the list.
= The host detdor searbes for addreses d remote @mputersMany of the

common domans are alreadlisted, but gu @an spedfy additional
domans (sich as “.br” for computersm Brazil) that you want the detetor

to reognize

= The newggroup detetor searbes for newsggroup nanes Many of the
popuar Useret hierarbies are alreaglisted, but gu @an spedfy
addiional rewsggroup préixes (such as “Cyberdog” for Cyberdog topics)

that you want the detetor  remgnize

Note: Apple Data Detetors mnsders uperase and lowerase lettersd be
different. lBr examge, you shold add “.BR;” “.br,” and “.Br” to the list ©
ensure poper reognition d host @mputersm Brazil.



Troubleshooting

Click Save.

The stats message in the control panel tells you what Apple Data Detetors
is dang. When te itens hae been addedhe stats message indicates that
Apple Data Detetors s reag for use

The same information appears more than once in the contextual menu.

This is nomal. S me detetors reognize mitiple pats d an addraes, and
dispay ead pat separaty. For examge, if the séected text contans a
referencea “http://wwwapge.com/newshtml,” both the host ge
(www.appe.com) and the spgedfic document (wwwappe.com/news.html)
will appear n the mntextual menu

An action asks me to locate an application | don't have.

If an adion aks for a sgdfic verson d an appicaton, sich s G/berdog 20,
try sdecting the latest verson that you do hae In most @ses, the adion will
still work.

If you dort have the apflicaton youre aked b locate you @nnot se he
adion. You @an disalde adions br prograns you doft have installed e they
worit appear n the ontextual menu See “Enalding or Disading Actions
ealtier in this manual for more informaion.

The address | want is always in the More Choices dialog box, or at the bottom of the
contextual menu.

Apple Data Detetors lists he remgnized nformaion in the same oder it
appears n the séeded tet. If analyzing the text takes longer than half a
seond, he More Chaces nenu item appars and you must dhoose it o
finish he analyss For better raults, sdect less d the tet in your dacument
so the addres you want is nearer he op d the list and all d the analysis @n
take dace at once

Apple Data Detectors
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The contextual menu doesn't appear.

Make sure hat your panter s postioned oser the séected text and that you
hdd dawvn the Gontrol key before prasing the nouse butbn. (Once he menu
appears you @n rdease he Qontrol key)

Make sure you ontinue b hdd dovn the nouse butdn dter the menu
appears When you rdease he butbn, he nmenu dsappears

Chedk the stats message in the Apple Data Detetors @ntrol panel. Apple
Data Detetors @it be wsed wile detetors and adions are bing compled.

Make sire Apple Data Detetors i piopelly installed. $e Exensons
Maneger © male sire hat he Apple Data Detetors ontrol panel and the
Text Encoding Converter, Apple Data Detetors Extenson, SOM Objects for
Mac G5 Contextual Menu Ehaller, and Gontextual Menu Exenson are all
turned on Then restat your mmputer

If you cntinue b experience poblems, reinstall Apple Data Detetors
Every time | select an action, I'm asked to locate a program.

The first ime you wse eab adion you must locate he appicaton piogram
that he adion requres. For examge, the first ime you wse he adion “Open
in Cyberdag,” you must locate he Gyberdog appication. Also, the first ime
you wse ‘Send e-mail gng Cyberdog,” you must locate he Gyberdog
apfication, and © on unil you hae wsed eals adion at leat oncelf you
later nove or renara te appicaton, or rénstall bhe adions you mg again
be aked b locate apficatons br the adions

Actions that require Claris Emailer don’t work.

If Emailer 5 configured b disday the Gonned Now dialog box aubmatcally
when Emailer oens the adions will not ke mmgdeted. Yu shold tum dof
the Gonned Using opion in the Emailer préerence seiihgs

Actions that require Fetch don’t work.

If Fetdh is aonfigured b disday the Nev Connedion dialog box aubmatcally
when Fetch opens the adions will not ke omgeted. Yu shold tum of the
Show Sgn-on Dalog At Sartup opton in the Fetch prderence



The Help menu item is unavailable.

The Hdp menu item n the mntextual menu povides help for the appication
in which youve hghlighted he text. For help using Apple Data Detetors
refer o this maual.

Apple Data Detectors doesn't recognize a valid Internet address.

Make sure hat you highlight the enire addres before invoking Apple Data
Detedors

Make sure he host domai (or rewsgroup préix, if apdicalde) is listed n the
detetors wmnfiguraion. See “Cuistomizing Detetors' eadier in this maual
for more informaion.

Apple Data Detetors mnsders upprase and lowercase lettersd be
different. If a domai or rewsgroup prdix is in mixed-@se (“.QOnT) it may
not be reognized unles you cisiomize he detetor. See “Cilstomizing
Detecors for more information.

Apple Data Detectors replaces the contents of the Clipboard.

If an appication piogram deasrit diredly suppott the ontextual menu, he
Contextual Menu Ehalder copies the sdected text to the dipboard and then
invokes Apple Data Detetors Any information you had onhie Qipboad is
redaced ly the séected tet. If an appication sippots the ontextual menu,
this worit occur.

Apple Data Detectors
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